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Ringing the changes 
Africa’s engaging with mobile 
phones. So, who’s on the line?

281million mobile phone subscribers  
in Africa – 30 per cent of the population 
10,000 fixed-line phones in DR Congo
€11 The cost of the cheapest Motorola 
phone sold in Africa 
1million mobile phone subscribers  
in DR Congo 
0.6 per cent growth of a developing 
country’s GDP for every 10 new mobile 
phone subscribers
561million Predicted number of mobile 
phone subscribers in Africa by 2012 
– 53.5 per cent of the population
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£70,000
Price of world’s most 
expensive suit, created by 

Ghanaian designer 
Alexander Amosu. 
It took 80 hours 
to make, has over 
5,000 stitches and 
nine 18-carat gold 

diamond 
buttons

Age of 
current 
Madagascan 
president 
Andry 
Rajoelina, 
the youngest 
in Africa

35 

223  
pyRAmIdS  
have been discovered in ancient Sudan,  
85 more than in Egypt

mobile 
phones 
per hundred 
people in 
Ethopia – in 
South Africa it’s 84

2million US$  
– the price 
scientists at 

Côte d’Ivoire’s National 
Agronomic Research 

Centre have put on 
a three-headed 

hybrid coconut 
tree they’ve 

developed 

of marijuana found at Sulaiman 
Adebayo’s Lagos home. he claimed  

to be 114 years old and said that 
he thought it was rice

200 Number of 
internet users in Somalia

Length in kilometres of the 
train that takes iron ore  

from the mines of Zouérat 
and Fdérik to the port of 

Nouadhibou in Mauritania. It is 
made up of up to 250 carriages

1 6.5 tonnes

4  SolAR 
EclIpSES 
vISIblE IN  
dR coNgo  
IN thE NExt 
dEcAdE, thE 

moSt IN 
thE WoRld

2.9

  
 
tonnes is the weight of the hoba 
meteorite, the world’s heaviest, 
found near Grootfontein, 

Namibia. It measures three metres by one 
metre and is thought to have landed on 

earth more than 80,000 years ago

60
Reputed age 
of Moloko 

Temo, who died in June. 
She claimed to be the 
oldest woman in 
South Africa

134

thE NumbERS thAt mAttER thIS moNth

aRound  
        afRica

young Kitintale locals named Shael and John came together
In the working-class suburbs of Kampala in Uganda, two 

in 2006 for a three-month project to build  
a skate park. The resulting construction is a testament to 
the tenacity, enthusiasm and determination of kids who 
took up skateboarding to alleviate the boredom and 
poverty that afflicts the area. But it’s not without its 
difficulties. The project relies solely on donations and is 
limited by how many skateboards can be requisitioned 
from benefactors abroad. But its popularity proves the 
effort is worth it. “Skating teaches patience, embraces 
solidarity, eliminates idleness and builds self-esteem for 
young kids,” explains photographer Cassi A. Gibson, who 
recently visited Kitintale. “The long-term goal is for the 
skate park to expand and to hold competitions around 
East Africa. The more we spread the word, the more likely 
the park will attract donors… and ultimately it will be a 
place kids can have fun, which is its most important value.” 
To find out more or make a donation, visit their website. 

www.ugandaskateboardunion.org 

    EastErn   
    skatEboard

kEEping 
it rEEl

With no formal training and little funding, passion is what 

last year, their feature-length picture, Divizionz, won two 
African Movie Academy Awards, putting them alongside 
the cream of Nollywood – a scene that Mugisha says 
provides the DIY ethos for other emerging African film 
industries. Mugisha hopes Uganda can replicate Nigeria’s 
success, and also cites its local music industry as an 
inspiration: “You don’t see any real structure, but the 
music business is booming. The same revolution could 
happen in the film industry and see local production take 
its rightful place.” Meanwhile, Yes! That’s Us are preparing 
their second feature for release in August 2009.

 www.myspace.com/yesthatsus

‘gue-realism’. “It’s a fusion of the speed and mobility 
of guerilla filmmaking and the realism in the storytelling 
of Italian neo-realism or cinema novo,” explains Don 
Mugisha, one of the collective’s five members. 

Members of the group trade editing and directing  
roles with each production – and it works. Their five-
minute long film 610 won the Impala Golden Award at The 
Amakula Kampala International Film Festival in 2006.  And 

drives Ugandan filmmaking collective Yes! That’s Us, who describe their method as
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slap and   
  tickle

“From Cleopatra on, make-up has lured women because  
it is empowering,” she says. “It enables us to present  
to the world that bit of us that we want to show and  
the elements that we want to express.”

Blouse&skirt has already been picked up by Selfridges. 
“To get a small brand launched into one of the busiest 
beauty floors in Europe is a real coup,” she smiles. And plans 
to expand blouse&skirt are underway; the latest addition 
to hit the shelves is ‘Scarlett’ lip gloss. Binda says: “Red is 
everywhere on the catwalks this summer and there’s 
nothing more decadent and glamourous than a 
saucy splash of red lips.”

his part. Trained in London as a journalist 
with Reuters, Kabera quickly found his niche as a fixer 
for Western news agencies – arranging interviews for 
journalists and offering logistical help to reporters 
travelling around the tiny, land-locked country.

But for Kabera, the stories filed by those same 
reporters often struck the wrong chord. Few seemed 

to accurately portray what was happening in Rwanda 
during those 100 bloody days; fewer still seemed 
concerned with placing the violence in a broader 
context that might make sense of the bloodshed. 
Kabera suspected that viewers watching news 
clips of the genocide in the West couldn’t even find 
Rwanda on a map. He had the sense that people 
didn’t care. 

So he sought to change that. Armed with his 
own modest background in film, Zaire-born 
Kabera paired with BBC veteran Nick Hughes to 
shoot 100 Days – a portrait of the genocide and the 

first feature-length film to come out of Rwanda. For the 
first time, says Kabera, audiences were able to see the 
story of the genocide “through the eyes of Rwandans.” 
The movie was lauded by audiences and critics; Variety 
called it “docudrama filmmaking at its finest.” Suddenly, 
in a country that boasted one cinema, where the average 
annual income was hardly enough to buy a colour TV, 
Rwandan cinema was born.

Less than a decade later, having built a film 
community from the ground up, Kabera can enjoy the 
fruits of his labours. This June, the Rwanda Film Festival 
celebrates its fifth anniversary with a busy fortnight of 
films and festivities, showcasing the work of Rwandan 
and international filmmakers. The celebration kicks off 
with ‘Hillywood’, a week-long programme which tours the 
country, showing Rwandan movies on inflatable screens 
to rural audiences. The festival then continues in the 
capital, Kigali, where an international selection of films 
is the backdrop for a busy week of networking, 
deal-making, and red-carpeted after-parties.

It’s an improbable achievement for Kabera and 
company, considering the hurdles they’ve had to 
overcome. When Western news agencies first arrived to 

the hills
are alive
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After 25 years with a lip brush in hand, 

genocide that had claimed almost a million lives, 

make-up artist Beverley Binda

When foreign press began arriving in Rwanda in 1994, reporting on a 

Eric Kabera felt compelled to do 

decided it was time to apply some cover-up to a 
crack in the beauty market. Where, she wondered, was a 
fun, feminine make-up brand that focused on ethnic 
colouring? There wasn’t one, so she set up blouse&skirt. 

“The attitude towards make-up for ethnic skins 
remains too serious and earnest, which is why 
blouse&skirt is so quirky.” Think bold, brave colours, and 
girl-power memos on every package.

Binda’s been up to her eyelashes in make-up since she 
was a seven-year-old using Smarties for lipstick. Years 
later she studied at the respected BBC Make-Up School 
and has since worked on scores of TV shows and film, 
earning an Oscar nomination for her work on Mrs Brown. 

film stories in Rwanda in the years after the genocide, 
recalls the festival’s director, Pierre Kayitana, “we had  
no-one with the technical training they needed. They 
could not even say to a Rwandan, ‘Hand me that camera. 
Pass me the boom.’ People did not know what a camera 
or a boom was.”

Today’s crop of Rwandan auteurs has grown 
comfortable in its new cinematic skin. The mission now, 
according to Kabera, is for young filmmakers to continue 
to find their own voices, and to push Rwandan cinema in 
a direction that goes “beyond the genocide.”

“At the end of the day, you just feel like there’s a 
strong appetite to dream, to live, to smile,” he says. 
“Though we have to reflect on our tragic past… we have 
to get people to move on. And cinema can do it.”

 www.rwandafilmfestival.org.

The new 
Ulysse Nardin 

Chairman smartphone 
has a 2.8-inch multitouch 

screen, fingerprint lock to its 
5.0megapixel camera and 
wi-fi. Even more clever, it 
charges the battery using 

natural movement.
www.ulysse-

nardin.com 

making    
    history

This summer, 50 top designers from across the continent 
will showcase together at the very first ARISE Africa Fashion Week. 

Organised by African Fashion International (AFI), this unique, 
epoch-defining event from June 12-20 is proudly sponsored  
by ARISE magazine.

ARISE editor-in-chief Nduka Obaigbena says:
“ARISE recently presented the African Fashion Collective  
at New York Fashion Week. The partnership with AFI is  
a continued celebration of African achievement and an 
extension of our commitment to recognise and showcase  
the best of African creative talent. I believe that ARISE  
Africa Fashion Week will attract an international audience  
and markets beyond the global African diaspora. The world’s 
eyes will be focused on Joburg.”

AFI chairperson, Dr Precious Moloi-Motsepe, says:  
“Our goal is to promote African talent, both locally and on  
a global scale, and ARISE Africa Fashion Week is a further  
step towards fulfillment of this goal. Africa can compete  
in the global fashion industry by focusing on our abundance of 
creative talent and our unique African signature. ARISE Africa 
Fashion Week will help the local textile industry, inter-African 
trade, as well as capitalise on global interest in Africa as a 
creative source.”

ARISE Africa Fashion Week is set to become an annual 
event to be hosted by different countries on the continent 
each year following 2010. Nigeria is expected to host in 2011.  
Read the full coverage in next month’s issue of ARISE. 

 www.africanfashioninternational.comW
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 blouseandskirtcosmetics.com
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kooky, subterranean world of Ale et Ange. this NYC boutique was
Behind the big, red door of 37C orchard street lies the 

a dark, leaky Chinatown basement office before design whiz 
osoré oyagha and his partner, Eloise simonet, transformed it. Now a 
claw-foot bathtub sits next to sauna-style fitting rooms, with stacks 
of Ale et Ange high-waisted shorts by the kitchen stove. the mix of 
curious artefacts (plastic camel heads hang from the walls), creature 
comforts (tins of heinz, Marvis toothpaste) and the vintage-inspired 
clothing line, owes much to the pair’s transcontinental histories. 
Nigeria-born oyagha spent much of his childhood in Europe, Africa 
and Japan (where his father was stationed on diplomatic service), 
while simonet, who has a background in fashion design, is French.

 
 37C Orchard Street, New York, NY 10002, tel:001 212 219 3670

For the record
the final of the south 
african leg of the dmc 
World dJ championships  
is in cape town on July 31. 
last year’s winner, the 
cutt, will be defending his 
title. the new winner will 
represent south africa in 
the World championships 
later this year.  
www.dmcbattle.co.za

Take care of business
recognising excellence  
in african business, the 
african Business awards 
2009 takes place in 
london, July 6.  
www.ic-events.net/
awards/africanbusiness 

Art and soul 
expect plays, dance, 
musicals, classical music 
concerts and a screening of  
acclaimed afrikaans movie 
meisie at this year’s 
Volksblad arts Festival, 
Bloemfontein, on July 
14-19. singer-songwriter, 
playwright and director 
david kramer will make  
a rare appearance too. 
www.volksbladfees.co.za

It’s a family affair
the three-day african 
festival in ottawa on July 
24-26 offers up a packed 
programme, with football,  
a fashion show, cultural 
food, drama, poetry and  
a beauty pageant. 
http://africanfestival.org

Have a nice day
the free one-day african 
Festival in Brooklyn, new 
york, on July 18 has music, 
food and crafts. nigeria’s 
king sunny adé headlines. 
the line-up also includes 
south africa’s Freshly 
Ground, senegalese drum 
troupe cheikh m’Baye & 
sing sing and Ghanaian 
vocalist abena koomson.
www.briconline.org

Go buy the book
michela Wrong reads from 
her biography/thriller  
it’s our turn to eat about 
kenya (July 15), while 
petina Gappah and Brian 
chikwava talk about their 
Zimbabwe-themed novels: 
harare north and an elegy 
for easterly (July 4). www.
southbankcentre.co.uk

I N  B R I E F

   great
    dane

Espen sorensen is the first and only dane to record
It doesn’t take much digging to learn that 

an album in swahili. Born in denmark, the 
bongo-flava star was raised in Zambia and tanzania by 
parents who worked for International development. he 
learned the Bantu language from an early age, even 
herding cattle with the Maasai, before rapping his way 
onto P-Funk’s Bongo records in dar es salaam.

sorensen finally shook off the name mzungu (swahili 
for white man) only for his new label boss to christen him 
Mzungu Kichaa or “crazy white man”. But it’s added to his 
adoptive nation’s intrigue, with Mzungu’s tropical, 
conscious hip hop topping the charts across East Africa, 
where he shares stages with Juma Nature and Professor 
Jay – the latter appearing on his recent debut album, 
tuko Pamoja.

Amazingly, it’s his homeland of denmark that Mzungu 
still has to convince. “In world music there’s a lot of 
exoticising and people have square ideas of what it 
should be,” he says. “they accept I’m important in bongo 
flava, but there’s something wrong – the visual side 
doesn’t fit with their stereotype!”

 www.myspace.com/mzungukichaa

Key to the kingdom
Eng-i-Creation’s new Gumpert 

supercar key is made from silver, 
gold and fine wood – diamonds and 
rubies an optional extra. designer 

raoul Batty will create bespoke 
keys for any car. Prices start 

at €5,000. raoul.batty@
orange.fr

tHe neW 
    CUrIOSItY SHOP

Fire-breathing witches, one-eyed tree trunks and English 
bulldogs with human faces: welcome to the topsy-turvy world 

Stranger 
tHan 
fICtIOn

of Ghanaian film poster iconography. the arrival of 
the VCr in the 1980s sparked a makeshift mobile cinema 
industry in the country that would last a decade. 
Ghanavision documents the weird and wonderful 
marketing efforts of the business; ingenious hand-painted 
posters that announced the roadside screenings of 
hollywood blockbusters and Nollywood melodramas. 

 Ghanavision: Hand-Painted Film Posters
from Ghana [Bongout], out 31 July
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MUSIC

mixing it 

Brand
new flavour

DJ Edu, BBC1Xtra’s DestiNation 
Africa host, returns with the 
biggest tunes on the continent 

radIo ft WeaSel (Uganda) 
bread and butter
This song is about a gorgeous woman  
aka the bread and butter of the title. I’ve 
seen the fusion of old-school bam bam 
rhythms and reggaeton on this track do 
some amazing things to people in clubs. 

SISter fa (Senegal) – milyamba 
Senegal is hip hop central and Sister FA  
is one of the country’s biggest stars.  
Her fresh use of the traditional Kora  
and poetry-like lyrics over hip hop beats 
really resonates with the country’s youth. 

ahMed SoUltan (Morocco) – lwi
This is the most amazing fusion of Arabic 
music and R&B. The flute, acoustic guitar 
and lyrics are all Arabic but the beats are 
ultra-urban. I love the relaxed vibe.

SUzanna lUbrano (Cape verde) – 
festa mascarado 
Suzanna is a former winner of the Kora 
Award and one of the Afro-Portuguese 
world’s top artists. Listening to this track, 
which has its origins in the sexy, rhythmic 
style of Haitian Zouk, I can see why. 

Wanlov the kUbolor (ghana) – 
life dey jom 
His name means non-conformist, he  
sports skirts and bare feet and he raps 
in Romanian and Ghanaian pidgin English 
over funky, broken beats. A true original!
 
pUto prata (angola)  
– zuata zuata
Fusing calypso, soca and techno into a 
musical style called Kuduro, Wanlov spits 
over the beats in his native tongue and 
Portugese. This track packs a lot of heat.

a self-sustaining industry for rwandan dairy farmers and 
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  skin 
secrets
to white parents in 1955. set for release this 
month, the movie has already scooped awards at the 
toronto and dallas film festivals and won the jury and 
audience favourite awards at the Pan african film festival 
in los angeles. “it’s very hard to compress 30 years of 
someone’s life into a compelling 107-minute film,” says 
director anthony fabian, “because you have to throw a lot 
of stuff away and with sandra it was all so vital.”

skin explores how somewhere in laing’s gene pool 
there was a little indigenous dna and, unaware of 
recessive genes and in denial, her parents raised her  
as a white girl. rejected by society from school age, and 
plunged through impossible social hoops by a father 
desperate for a white daughter, sandra, aged 15, eloped  

troubled life of south african sandra laing, a black child born 

to swaziland with her black lover. she spent the next 30 
years struggling to fit in, as a white and as a black person, 
in a society torn apart by race and politics.   

“sandra says she finds the film cathartic and that it has 
been enormously healing for her,” says fabian. “she is still 
shy and you can see she still feels the damage that’s been 
done to her.” the young laing is played by remarkable 
newcomer ella ramangwane (pictured above) and, later, 
by sophie okonedo. okonedo, who never met her nigerian 
father and was raised by her jewish mother, brings a 
dazzling empathy to the role.

now 54, laing lives just outside joburg in boksburg.  
“not long after i acquired the screen rights to her story,  
i sold the publication rights to miramax books, who 
commissioned her biography,” says fabian. “the money 
from the sale enabled sandra to buy her first home.” 

skin is out in the uK this month, the us in september, 
south africa in october, followed by release worldwide.

when jennie dundas and alexis miesen,  

tap into the “transformative potential” of ice cream as 
a source of hope and joy for a country still struggling 
with the legacy of the 1994 genocide.

Gourmet ice cream might not seem like a solution 
to rwanda’s problems, but odile is optimistic that the 
butare shop, which will provide jobs for the women of 
her home town, can “reconcile people with life by 
reminding them it is also sweet”. it’s a vision blue 
marble hopes to fulfil one scoop at a time.

www.bluemarbleicecream.com

marble, decided to open a third outlet from 
which to sell their celebrated scoops, they settled on 
an unlikely outpost: butare, rwanda. inspired by the 
vision of a rwandan friend, Kiki odile, dundas and 
miesen chose the country as a testing ground for what 
they call their “sweet but pragmatic dream” – to create 

 
there’s only one 

way to make a fat roll of 
cash flashier – stuff it under 

the signature collection 
money clip. made from 

platinum, gold and rhodium, 
it’s finished in neoprene and 

alligator hide. starting at 
us$250, the only worry 

is having no cash left 
to put in it. www. 
m-clip.com

skin is a fearless and uplifting film tracking the 

co-founders of brooklyn-based gourmet ice cream shop blue


