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CrowdShed press release           15 January 2015 
 
 
English PEN and the Professional Cartoonists Association 
join forces to crowdfund ‘Draw The Line Here’ (Tracer La 
Ligne Ici), a book in celebration of free expression in the 

wake of the Charlie Hebdo massacre 
 

A one-off publication from some of the world’s best cartoonists and illustrators 

 
 
The tragic events in Paris last week shook the world to its core, but rising 
from the ashes is a growing global movement in support of freedom of 
expression and religious tolerance. 
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To celebrate this growing solidarity and raise much needed funds for charity and the 
families of the Charlie Hebdo victims, the Professional Cartoonists' Organisation has 
collaborated with English PEN to crowdfund 'Draw The Line Here' (Tracer La Ligne Ici), 
a specially curated collection of cartoons produced in the days immediately following 
the Paris attacks. 
 
A response in the name of peace and tolerance 
 
The global outpouring of grief and anger was accompanied by an extraordinary 
response from cartoonists, illustrators and artists around the world.  
 
In the aftermath they responded with outrage, defiance and historic resilience in the 
only way they really could - by once more picking up their pens and pencils, and 
drawing. 
 
Bringing together some of the best known and most respected cartoonists and 
illustrators, Draw The Line Here (Tracer La Ligne Ici) celebrates this united call to 
freedom of expression. A unique compendium of observations on religion and 
fundamentalism as seen through the wry eye of some of the most acerbic cultural 
commentators around, Draw The Line Here (Tracer La Ligne Ici) invokes and celebrates 
the art form that Charlie Hebdo has for so long championed.  
 
Funds for charity 
 
Hoping to crowdfund £5,000, the proceeds raised will go to registered charity English 
PEN who will cover the publication costs of Draw The Line Here (Tracer La Ligne Ici). 
English PEN will then use two thirds of the remaining funds to continue their work 
defending and promoting free expression with the remaining one third of funds going to 
the families of the Charlie Hebdo victims. 
 
Distinguished broadcaster, journalist and author Libby Purves has agreed to edit the 
book. Libby has shared her Foreword to the Draw The Line Here on the CrowdShed 
blog. It is a beautifully written homage to 'the glory of the art is in its freedom, its 
courage, its willingness to dance light-footed over dangerous ground' 
 
Jo Glanville, Director of English PEN comments, “The idea that we use our own right to 
free speech to promote the liberty of others is the very essence of English PEN's 
work.  This project is a creative response to a destructive act, and we are grateful to 
those artists who have donated their time and talents in support of freedom of 
expression”. 
 
Bill Stott, chair of the PCO added, “As Chair of the Professional Cartoonists’ 
Organisation, it’s been a privilege to be involved in the hectic business of producing this 
extraordinary and unique book. I must offer a special thanks to the cartoonists who 
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have freely donated their work. We all hope that the cartoons we’ve chosen have 
significant meaning for everyone.” 
 
The Draw The Line Here campaign is live now on CrowdShed and will run for 30 days 
until February 14. 
 
For more information on this crowdfunding project, press images and interviews, please 
contact Steve Moore on 07870 515025. 


